Instructions to Authors

Focus and Scope

The Sri Lanka Journal of Surgery publishes peer reviewed leading articles, review articles, original articles, research papers and case reports in the field of surgery and broadly related surgical sciences. The editor welcomes clinical and experimental surgery, descriptions of modern operative techniques ("How I Do It") and letters to the Editor. All manuscripts will be sent to one or more independent referees for peer review.

An article is reviewed for publication on the assumption that its contents have not been submitted simultaneously to another journal, have not been accepted for publication elsewhere and have not already been published.

From this year onwards, the editorial team will offer “manuscripts polishing” as a value added service. So if you or your trainees require any help with preparations or completion of a manuscript, we are urging you send it to us with your special need, so we could help for potential authors.

Editor encourages submission of manuscripts by e-mail to (collsurgjournal@gmail.com) official address of the journal. however, if you so wish, you may submit your manuscripts as a hard copy to “The Editor, Sri Lanka journal of Surgery, College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka, No6, Independence Avenue, Colombo7”.

General Recruitment and guide

The Sri Lanka Journal of surgery subscribes to the policy of uniform requirements for manuscripts; this facilitates resubmission of papers to journals without extensive recasting. Authors are advised to consult the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals by International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) web site (www.icmje.com).

The entire manuscripts including references should be typed, doubled-spaced, on 8½ × 11-inch paper with 1-inch margins and (should not exceed a total of 15 pages, excluding simple tables and figures).( Limit references to no more than 40). Each part of the manuscript should start on a separate page. Number all pages, beginning with the title page. The style of writing should conform to acceptable English usage.

Abbreviations should be used only if essential and must be defined at the first mention in the title, abstract, text, tables and figure legends.

Use generic names whenever possible. When it is necessary to mention the name of an instrument or equipment, the name of the supplier, city or country must be given and the trade name given as the trademark ( ® ).  

Ethics: When reporting experiments on human subjects, a letter of ethical clearance obtained from a recognized institute should be affixed and informed consent should be taken from the patients. 

Statistics: All calculations in the manuscript should be statistically correct and The Editor may request to review the article by a Statistician if needed. Define statistical terms, abbreviations and symbols used. Mention the name of statistical software if used. Statistical methods not in common usage must be referenced.

File format: Preferred file formats for text and tables are .doc. (Figures should be .jpg .tif or .eps.) Please note:  use the “Save As” option in Word to save your document as an older (.doc) file type.But SLJS accepts Microsoft 2007 documents too.

Cover letter: Manuscripts must be accompanied by a cover letter from the author who is responsible for correspondence regarding the manuscript. The letter should contain a statement that the manuscript has been seen and approved by all authors and the material is previously unpublished.

Title page: This should contain (1) title of the article, (2) initials, names and qualifications of each author, (3) their designation, (4) the name(s) of their institution(s) (5) the name(s) of the institution(s) the study was performed. (6) the name of the ethical clearance board if experimental work had been done on human subjects. There should normally be a maximum of six authors.

Figures: Only illustrations that increase the understanding of the text should be submitted. The best form of reproduction for pen and ink drawings or black and white line art with no gray tones is photomechanical transfer (PMT). Decimals, broken lines, and lettering must be clear enough for reproduction. Only high-quality computer-generated figures will be considered. Radiographs must be of extremely high quality to reproduce adequately and generally should be enhanced with arrows, etc 

All figures must be mentioned in the text in consecutive order. The Editor reserves the right to limit the number of illustrations

Tables / graphs: should be numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals (e.g. Table 1) and be cited in the main text. All tables and graphs should be attached separately at the end of the main text. Each table should have fully explanatory, concise note of the table. The use of abbreviations should be avoided and if used should be defined in a footnote to the table.

Numbers and units: Use the decimal point, not a comma; for example 5.7. Use a space and not a comma after thousands and multiples thereof; for example 10 000.Authors should follow the SI system of units including for hematological and clinical chemistry measurements (except for blood pressure which will continue to be expressed in mmHg). Temperatures are given in degrees Celsius.

Previously published material: Inclusion of total paragraphs more than 250 words, tables and figures previously published by different Authors should be accompanied with a letter from the original publisher and the main author. 

References : These should confirm to the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals by International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) (formerly ‘Vancouver style’). The references in the text should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they appear and indicated by Arabic numerals in parentheses. Examples are given below. 

Journal articles

1. De Bolla AR, Obeid ML, Mortality in acute pancreatitis. Annuals of the Royal College of Surgeons of England 1984; 66:194-6. 

Books

2. Rentoul E, Smith H (eds): Glaister’s Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology. 13th edition. London: Churchill Livingstone; 1973. 

Chapters in Books

3. Calenoff L, Rogers L: Oesophageal complications of surgery and life-saving procedures.

 In: Mayers M, Ghahremani G (eds): Iatrogenic Gastrointestinal Complications. 

New York: Springer, 1981;23-63

Abstracts

4. Burstein I, Steinberg R, Zer M. Small bowel obstruction and covered perforation in childhood caused by bizarre bezoars and foreign bodies (Abstract). Journal of the Israeli Medical Association. 2000 Feb; 2(2): 129 - 31

Types of Manuscripts 

Leading Articles: The editor encourages submission of signed leading articles which are less than 1500 words in length and address topics of current interest. They should be supported by no more than 15 references. Submissions may be subjected to external review before acceptance.  

Review Articles:  Editor encourages authors who would like to contribute, to discuss potential topics before submission. In-depth reviews of recent developments are welcome, and will undergo peer review. Reviews should have an abstract of up to350 words, less than 5000 words in main text and with no more than 60 references.

Scientific papers: should normally be in the format of Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results and Discussion. Each manuscript must have a 200 word structured abstract.  Lengthy manuscripts are likely to be returned for shortening. The discussion in particular should be clear and concise and should be limited to matters arising directly from the results. Avoid discursive speculation. Limit up to 20 references.

Case reports: should not exceed 500 words with 2 illustrations and 5 references. No abstract is required. A case report should be informative and devoid of irrelevant details.

Selected Abstracts: 

New and Emerging technologies: 

Technical note:  “How I Do It”

We welcome focused descriptions of key aspects of operative technique. The title of the article should start with “How to do” e.g., 'How to do a hemicorporectomy'. Summary articles in the print journal will be supplemented by online publication of the full text and pictures. 'How I do It' articles should occupy one page of the print journal e.g., contain between 550 and 600 words, one illustration and up to 6 references. These articles do not require an abstract and should not contain any headings. The supplementary text file may contain up to 5,000 words and 30 references with high quality pictures. The supplementary file will be stored on DVD in the journal library and made available for review if required. Please note that Supplementary file is  optional.

Images in Surgery: We consider surgical images in colour that are of educational value to surgeons. It should contain a brief case report followed by a discussion. They should contain about 750 words, up to 10 references, no headings, and up to three high-quality illustrations each displaying different aspects of the case. Where appropriate, use labels/arrows to indicate the abnormalities in supplied images to orientate the reader. Abstracts are not required. Images for Surgeons are evaluated by the Editors.

All illustrations must be in colour and of a high quality ( >5mega pixel, preferably jpg, tiff or eps files) and they must not have been previously published.

Research letters:

Letters to the editors correspondence: The Editors welcome topical correspondence from readers relating to articles published in the Journal. Letters should not exceed 250 words including no more than five references, typed double-spaced and must have a title page showing the name(s), qualifications, and contact details. The Editor reserves the right to shorten or to delete objectionable comments. The letter may be forwarded to the Author of the article under discussion to provide an opportunity for confutation.

Please note: Manuscripts that do not confirm to these requirements will be returned for amendments.

